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Church’s energy audit is building awareness 
Regular meter reading saves money and energy and underlines the 
Church’s commitment to be good stewards of the Earth’s resources for 
future generations.
Shrinking the Footprint launched its national energy audit last year. 
The aim was to understand energy use in the broad rage of church 
buildings and enable us to benchmark our current carbon footprint of 
energy use. 
More than 400 buildings are the sMeasure tool, to collectively 
monitor energy use. Already this is helping them save energy costs 
as well as reduce carbon. The tool is free and easy to use. It simply 
requires churches to sign up and submit regular meter readings at 
www.shrinkingthefootprint.smeasure.com. If you are interested in 
understanding energy use in your church building and reducing energy 
costs sign up now!
“Energy use represents a significant proportion of the Church’s 
carbon emissions,” says David Shreeve, the Church of England’s 
national environment adviser. “Energy reduction will help to meet our 
commitment to protecting God’s creation, as well as saving money. Our 
energy auditing programme is increasing the numbers of case studies 
we have. They will demonstrate what positive results are possible.”
In the coming weeks Shrinking the Footprint will be publishing 
a report on energy use across the Church’s, enabling buildings to 
compare their energy use to the national average as well as providing an 
indication of the total carbon footprint. This will enable us to monitor 
progress towards the 2050 target of reducing carbon emissions by 80%. 
Keep an eye out for this report.

Heating Guidance
The Cathedral and Church Buildings Division has 
recently produced an informative heating guidance 
note – Guidance on choosing the right heating 
system. It takes those considering upgrading an 
existing heating system or installing new
 heating through the planning and decision 
making processes involved and includes an
 indication of the capital and running costs as well 
as the efficiency and carbon emissions of each fuel 
type and the suitability of different heating systems. 

Don’t forget to download the 
Shrinking the Footprint App. 
This useful carbon calculator 
will help you to keep track of 
your personal environmental 
impact on a monthly basis 
as well as providing you with 
helpful tips and thoughts of the 
day for inspiration. Download 
from the Apple App store or 
Android Marketplace.

Green Energy Basket

 You will probably be aware of the recent 
introduction of a Church of England Energy 
Basket through Parish Buying. At present 
there isn’t a green energy option available as 
part of this. However we have an exciting 
opportunity to introduce this if enough 
interest is generated. If you are 
interested in green energy at a discount please 
go to  www.parishbuying.org.uk and let 
them know. We are hoping to introduce a 
green basket next year so if you have signed 
up to the energy basket this year you can still 
take advantage of the new offer.

www.shrinkingthefootprint.smeasure.com
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/ways-to-take-action/sustainable-building/heating
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/ways-to-take-action/sustainable-building/heating
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/shrinking-the-footprint/id574440078?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zeroabove.coe
http://www.parishbuying.org.uk
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Is your Bishop a 
member of the 

Bishops’ Environment Group? 
Check the list here. 

Bishops Fast for Big IF
Several bishops along with thousands of others fasted, to draw attention 
to global hunger and to encourage world leaders to tackle the problem to 
save milions of lives.
  The Rt Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, said: “It’s just    
outrageous that the world produces enough food for everyone, but   
not everyone has enough food to eat. As a Christian, I want    
to stand up for those who are suffering and dying as a result of   
hunger and don’t have a voice. I hope that my small act of going   
hungry for a single day will help bring the plight of the starving to   
the attention of our world’s leaders.”
  The Big IF Fast was organised by Enough Food for Everyone IF 
campaign. It is a coalition of over 200 charities, faith groups and other 
organisations working together to demand changes to the food system, 
including keeping aid promises and stopping tax dodging. 
  Enough Food for Everyone IF  says the G8 can take three big steps 
towards ending hunger IF they:
   -Clamp down on tax havens and a convention 
         on tax transparency
   -Support poor families to grow their own
                 nutritous food
    -Protect poor farmers from land grabs 

Cherish your Churchyard
Cherishing Churchyards Week 
highlighted the need for us to look 
after our churchyards and 
celebrate them for their rich
biodiversity. 
 At a time of UK species decline, 
churchyards and burial grounds 
are places where ancient yew 
trees, old flower rich meadowland, 
lichens and ferns, birds, butterflies 
and bees all find a home. 
Sometimes small changes to the 
care of churchyard habitats such 
as the grassland, trees, shrubs and 
old stonework are needed to make 
a big difference to wildlife. 
  Cherishing Churchyards Week 
has helped created a long lasting 
interest to care for churchyards. 
Lots of advice can be found at the 
Caring for God’s Acre website.
So whatever the time of year we 
can all do something to help our 
churchyards. 

Policy update
Energy Bill: The Bishop of London has been
closely following this Bill through the House
of Lords speaking on the need for greater 
incentives for energy efficiency and a clearer 
energy stategy. During the second reading of 
the Bill the Bishop of Hereford joined those 
calling for a clear target for the removal of carbon from the 
electricity sector by 2030. Continued pressure is needed to ensure 
that the Government folllows the advice of the Independant 
Committee on Climate Change to ensure that the country can meet 
the commitments made in the Climate Change Act of an 80% 
reduction by 2050 with the smallest possible cost to household ener-
gy bills. 

Have you seen? Our hope for God’s 
Creation. This short film showcases 
how churches across the North East 
and Yorkshire are engaging in care 
for God’s Creation. Comissioned 
by the Archbishop of York this film 
fetures items on worship, energy 
management, biodiversity, recycling 
and community outreach. It is 
available as DVD and also on 
Youtube. For more information 
click here. 

http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/about-shrinking-the-footprint/who-is-involved
http://enoughfoodif.org
http://enoughfoodif.org
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICszjlXb1dQ
http://www.riponleeds.anglican.org/pdfs/Leaflet-to-accompany-the-film-Our-Hope-for-God%27s-Creation.pdf
http://www.riponleeds.anglican.org/pdfs/Leaflet-to-accompany-the-film-Our-Hope-for-God%27s-Creation.pdf


Shrinking the Footprint - EIAG/climate change
As reported in StF e-news in December, the Church of England’s Ethical Investment Advisory Group 
(EIAG) has commenced a review of the policy it developed in 2008 for the Church’s national investing 
bodies on climate change and investment.
The national investing bodies manage over £8bn of endowment and pension fund assets and are already 
at the forefront of responsible investment practice on climate change.  They actively lobby public policy 
makers for carbon pricing and stable incentives for clean technology.  They also engage with companies 
on their emissions management and have sustainability-themed investments. 
So far in the review up-to-date advice has been taken from a specialist consultant covering the current 
scientific understanding of climate change, its likely impacts, the public policy responses and the options 
for investors. Next EIAG will consult stakeholders and begin a theological reflection. 
Sadly, the national investing bodies won’t be able run fossil fuel free portfolios in the near future any more 
than the Church and its members will be able to function entirely without the use of fossil fuels but they 
are working hard to be at the forefront of responsible organisational practice and pushing for a greener 
future. 

Think.Eat.Save -  This year’s World Environment Message from the 
Archbishop of  Capetown
This year’s World Environment Day theme - Think.Eat.Save - encouraged people 
to reduce their ‘foodprint’. Every year 1.3 billion tonnes of food is wasted and one in 
seven people in the world go to bed hungry. 
  The Most Revd Thabo Makgoba said: “In the story of the feeding of the five
 thousand we read ‘everyone ate, and had enough.’ (Mark 6:42).  This is an image 
of sharing, with everyone’s needs being met, and nobody going hungry. There is 
enough food in the world for our need, but not enough for our greed. This World 
Environment Day encourages Anglicans to think about what they eat, to eat 
healthily and to stop wasting food.”
 Think, Eat, Save asks us to take action in our own 
homes and with others to reduce food waste, save 
money, minimise the environmental impact of food 
production and encourage effcient food production. 
 Ways we can help: selecting foods with less 
environmental impact, such as organic foods,
choosing to buy locally to reduce carbon emissions, and 
only buying what we are likely to eat. At any time of year we can Think.Eat.Save. 

Welcome to the Project 
Volunteer - 
Rosie Sibley has joined 
the Shrinking the 
Footprint team as a 
volunteer during the 
summer. She is proving 
to be a valuable resource, 
helping to improve the 
website and support our 
extensive work.

Diocesan Environment Officers get together 

In October a large group of DEOs and the Shrinking 
the Footprint team will be gathering in High Leigh, 
Hertfordshire to discuss all things environmental and 
to share successes and experiences. This has proven to 
be a valuable learning experience in past years and will 
help us look ahead for our strategy for raising envi-
ronmental awareness throughout the church in the 
coming year.   

 

   Like our facebook page  
   for our latest news and  
   updates.

What are other churches doing?
Take a look at the case study pages of StF’s 
website. There are examples of churches with Solar 
PV Panels, Energy Monitoring Measures, Ground 
Source Heat Pumps and more. For example St 
John’s Church, Yealand, Lancashire installed Solar 
Panels whilst making roof repairs. Each case study 
had a detailed PDF explaining how they acheived 
the changes. For more information and to see 
other case studies click here.  

http://www.thinkeatsave.org
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint
http://facebook.com/shrinkingthefootprint
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/projects-and-case-studies
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/projects-and-case-studies
http://churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint/projects-and-case-studies


Diocesan Developments
Portsmouth’s first Biomass Boiler
At St George’s church no effective heating meant worshipers had to 
keep their hats and coats on during winter services, and the building 
was showing signs of damp. However this was solved when the next 
door neighbour at the Old 
Vicarage worked with the church to have a biomass boiler 
installed. The boiler burns woodchip, produced locally. The heat is 
transported via underground pipes to both the Old 
Vicarage and the church. It is quick to heat the church to the right 
temperature. The installation was complete in a month with no 
disruption to services or visitors. The warm church has encouraged 
more people to attend and now it is possible to hold other 
community events in the church. The boiler was 
installed as part of a government scheme involving private
users showing some benefit to the local community. 
Churches can also recieve income from installing a biomass boiler 
through the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI). To see their article 
click here. 

Southwark Diocese calls for the Church to take the lead in caring for the planet
At its July meeting, the Southwark Diocesan Synod voted to set the Church of England on a path that could see 
it leading the fight against climate change.
By an overwhelming majority, the Synod passed an amended motion calling upon the General Synod to ensure 
that the Church’s investment policy is in line with its theological, moral and social priorities 
including the Christian responsibility to care for the planet. The motion included the possibility of 
moving towards disinvesting from fossil fuel extraction and supply companies. 
The Diocesan Synod also called upon General Synod to establish a Working Group on the Environment to 
monitor this and other environmental issues.
Canon Giles Goddard, who proposed the motion, said afterwards “We must address the 
environmental crisis urgently.  The earth is God’s creation and the Church should be tak-
ing a lead with our corporate response to climate change.”  To contact Sue Mallinson click here.    

  

Retrofit Workshop
StF worked with the National Trust to organise an event at 
Morden Hall, London. The aim of the workshop was to discuss 
existing government policy, identify threats and opportunities, and 
establish whether there was a need or desire for a 
collective response. The event was well attended by 
representatives of heritage advocacy and landowning 
organisations as well as local authorities and renewable 
energy groups.  It was agreed that alongside technical issues with 
current Government policy there was a need for the 
heritage sector to work more closely with the market 
(field testing products and training installers) and improve 
communication – producing a positive public campaign on the 
benefits of traditional buildings. 

Follow Shrinking the Footprint on Twitter 
for regular environmental news and updates.
@CofECampaign

National Adaptation Plan 
A successful first meeting of the 
newly formed Historic 
Environment Adaptation Group 
was held at Church House at the 
end of April involving 
representatives of Natural
 England, Historic 
Scotland, National Trust, 
Environment Agency and English 
Heritage. This group will 
continue to exchange best practice 
on adapting our historic buildings 
to the changing climate online and 
meet in person or via skype every 
6 months.  

http://portsmouth.anglican.org/fileadmin/images/pompey_chimes/2013/2013-07p2.pdf
http://portsmouth.anglican.org/fileadmin/images/pompey_chimes/2013/2013-07p2.pdf
mailto:suemailli%40tiscali.co.uk?subject=
http://twitter.com/CofECampaign


Diary Dates

16th Sept – International Day  
         for the Preservation    
        of the Ozone Layer
18th Sept – World Water 
         monitoring Day
22nd Sept – Car Free Day
7th Oct –     UN’s World 
          Habitat Day
 

CHURCHYARD WILDFLOWERS by Anthony Foottit
A wide variety of wild flowers are found in churchyards and it is 
important we conserve these areas so they continue to flourish. Many 
wild flowers also have associations with faith dating back to medieval 
times. 
Lady’s Bedstraw – Hay’s criss-crossing patterns reflect the network of 
relationships to the world into which Jesus was born. Each bedstraw 
flower is a tiny cross, telling Jesus’ human life, beginning in Mary’s 
womb to his destined end on a cross. 
Ox-eye Daisy – This flower reflects sunlight. Lawn daises only open 
in sunlight whereas ox-eye daisies remain open at night. To God the 
night is as clear as the day. Another name for the ox-eye daisy is 
Marguerite, after St. Margaret of Antioch. Margaret converted to 
Christianity and refused to marry a Roman Prefect, which lead to her 
torture but she emerged triumphant. 
Red Campion - Campion reminds us of the champion St. 
Bartholomew. Bartholomew most likely being Nathaniel, Jesus’ apostle 
for integrity and sincerity, was flayed alive for his faith. He died for his 
belief that we are all children of God and Christ’s resurrection for all 
creation to be saved. This is basis for recognising the rights of all 
people and creatures. Bartholomew was indeed a champion of the 
faith. 

Oxford - Food Matters - connecting Faith and Food
Food Matters is a project from the Diocese of Oxford to help churches 
connect with the seasons and traditional farming festivals, and explore 
key food related themes. Find out more here.
Food and Fasting: A Resource - Written for Food Matters this
resource explores four different aspects of fasting in the Christian 
tradition, with prayers and reflections from Alison Webster and ‘think 
pieces’ written by theologian Angela Tilby. Go to their website or 
contact Oxford’s DEO Matt Freer. 

Shrinking the Footprint e-News is produced by the Shrinking 
the Footprint Campaign - a joint initiative of the Cathedral and 
Church Buildings Division and Mission and Public Affairs, based 
in Church House, Westminster. Find out more here.

Shrinking the Footprint Team: Ruth Knight, Kate Symonds, 
Rosie Sibley, Rachel Harden and David Shreeve.

Upcoming Events 

Celebrating God’s Good and 
Glorious World - 14/09/13 
at 12noon Brockholes Nature 
Reserve, Preston. For further 
details or email Chris Halli-
well. 

Beautiful Burial Ground 
conference - 28/09/13 -Thame 
Barns Centre, Oxfordshire. See 
more.

Climate Change and the 
Christian -  A series of talks. 
The first 04/10/13 in Ascot– 
“Reading the Bible in a time 
of environmental crisis” with 
Prof Richard Bauckham. See 
more. 

Creation and the 
Environment - 21/11/13 - A 
day exploring the theology 
of the environment with Dr. 
Paula Gooder in London 
Diocesan house.  More 
information or email. 

http://www.foodmatters.org.uk/about/%20
http://www.foodmatters.org.uk
mailto:mailto:matt.freer%40oxford.anglican.org?subject=
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/shrinking-the-footprint
mailto:chris.haliwell%40blackburn.anglican.org?subject=
http://oxford.anglican.org/the-beautiful-burial-ground-conference/
http://oxford.anglican.org/climate-change-and-the-christian-2/
http://oxford.anglican.org/climate-change-and-the-christian-2/
http://www.london.anglican.org/events/event/17035
http://www.london.anglican.org/events/event/17035
http://london.anglican.org/events/%20
mailto:cmd%40london.anglican.org?subject=

